— wee He ANEME TEIN PBIITE 2 


OFFICE oF ) SPoaney-cemenad 





— 
—— 
wre “* 
* 

J *? 
* * 
— 
oe oe 
ee * ‘ 
° | 

. ‘ 
“+ Z 

* 

= ~ 
b a 

* 
ee 
, 
Lae 
r 














1952 © ~~ MWHAMPSHIRE LAW LIBRARY : 
ort 330° SEP 63.1099 ; 
William H, Riley, Labor Commissioner me — oe NH. : 
Department of Libor ogee! g re. * 
State House ' we a Peg —— Pome 
Concord, New Hampshire a . ef. bee 
Dear Sir; 


: In your latter of Avril 10, 1952, you have 
asked whether or not payments of specific weekly amounts for permanent partial 
disability should continue after the death of the injured employes who dies : 

from canses not connected with the injury for the period covered by the award, 


It is my opinion that these paynents should end with the death of the worker, — 


generally that payments cease with the death of the worker, Other decisions = = "4 
concerned cases where the worker, at the time of death, had not received pay- ae oe 
ments due up to date of death, Suits in these cases were only for such an 

amount with no attempt to recover for periods after death. : . 


| so | Workmen's Compens"tion statutes are sul 
generis, based on a new theory of Compensation distinct from the previously 
existing theories of damages, Our New Hampshire statute, section 21, speaks 

of compensation to be "paid to the employee." Dependents are provided for - 
in other sections of the statute. The primary purpose of this section of the cs 
statute is to supplement the diminished earning power of a partially disabled 
worker. Death terminates the earning power of the vorker, therefore, if he if ; 
has been satisfactorily compensated week by week, there 4s no reason to con- ee ite 
tinue payments after death. ‘Thig nethod of an award 4s not a lump sum settle. Rene oe 
ment, and to use the words "vested rights" as far as weekly payments are cone 
cerned, only clouds the issue in an effort to rationalize a desired result. —— ie 
. _ 1 am of the opinion that the statute does _ —— 
not provide, or intend to provide, for the continuing of disability payments — 
after the death of the recipient. B es : cath d 


Very truly yours, 


Arthur E. Bean, Jr, * 
Law Assistant , Der coe 


